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We are now in the period when we celebrate both the life and death of Jesus and his triumph 
over death.    However, it is difficult for us to imagine how distraught and terrified those first 
followers of Jesus were.   It would be quite a time before they would call his execution day 
ógoodô Friday.   In fact, it is only in the light of Jesus action on behalf of his friends and of Jesus 
resurrection that any of us can call that day ógoodô. 

There were several so called messiahs in the fifty years before Jesus death and the fifty 
following him but they either fled and left their disciples to be punished or both they and their 
followers were killed.   In the gospels, in our English translations, we read that Judas betrayed 
Jesus, however, in the Greek it says that Jesus was handed over.   This makes sense of the 
instructions Jesus appears to make to Judas, and the fact that only Jesus is killed.  It also 
makes sense of the early statements that he laid down his life for his friends.   This was not a 
man whose life was taken by the Romans but one who lived, in life and death, for the sake of 
those who needed and those who followed him. 

In the resurrection stories, there is a common thread through many of the incidents.  Jesus 
regularly meets his friends and is only recognised through the sharing of food or in calming their 
fears.    This should awaken in us a major part of our task as his church ï the sharing of our 
time, our selves, our gifts and fellowship with those in need of company or resources.   It is 
through a seeming stranger that the disciples eyes are opened to the risen Jesus and through 
our service of friend and stranger that his life will live on through us and in our world and time. 

May you know peace and love this Easter and may you be awakened by the risen life of Jesus 
at work amongst us as Jesus followers today. 

Your minister and friend, 

Isobel Birrell  

 

 
  
                                 



  
Notes from Kirk Session 

 
The Kirk Session had the first joint meeting with Calderbank Session which went very well.  One 
of the items agreed was that we will have joint Sunday Services with Calderbank.  The first has 
been arranged for Sunday 9th May at 11.00am in Calderbank. 
 
At our own meeting we arranged the retiring offerings as follows: 
  
April Communion - Sense Scotland 
Harvest - Christian Aid 
October Communion - Church of Scotland Aids Fund 
Remembrance Sunday - Erskine Home 
 
 
 
From the Board 
 
Church Audio-visual System                                                                                                       
Plans are well ahead for the installation of a permanent audio-visual system in the church.  The 
screen will be placed on the west wall above the pulpit, in full view of all pews, and the sound 
will be relayed through the church speaker and loop systems.  This will enable power point 
presentations to be made, words of hymns to be projected obviating the need for hymn books, 
and passages of scripture and other texts displayed.  The projector will be mounted 
permanently in a position that will allow us to dispense with the stand and yards of black tape.  
This installation will facilitate a much wider use of modern technology by groups in the church. 
 
Outreach 
With your convenience in mind the Board is reaching out to the street.    ñNo parkingò cones are 
being put out every Sunday morning along the front of the church in an attempt to allow those of 
you who arrive by taxi  to alight at the door.  Moves are also afoot to have ñkeep clearò markings 
painted in front of the gate to allow those who come by car to be able to  enter and leave the car 
park.  Itôs now a case of ñWatch this spaceò. 
 
Church Heating Survey 
The heating survey previously mentioned in these pages has now been completed in the church 
and halls.  The Board is currently considering the suggestions made in the report, and their 
cost, with a view to  possible implementation of at least some of them.  The heaters in the 
church were described as òvery oldò(sic) and those in the large hall as ñelderlyò(sic), but with 
planned usage and fitting of time controls energy consumption could possibly be held within 
reasonable limits.  From a safety point of view, open mesh guards ought to be fitted over the 
tubular  heaters in the church.  An Energy Manager should be appointed, and the awareness of 
all members of the issues involved  be encouraged. If we  follow it all through, we could become 
an ñEco-Congregationò, and  maybe get a green flag to fly over the car park! 
 
JD 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Church Register 
 
 
Baptisms 
 
29 November           Josh, son of Jamie and Lynn Fraser    
                                   Milton Street 
  
 
Deaths 
 
28 November  Neil Love, 28 Craigvale Crescent                          
24 December  Alexandrina McPherson, 35 Moffathill, Gartness  
07 March Tom Lynn, 12 Inglefield Court 
 
 
 
  
 
  

                                              Holy Week Services 
 

 
The Joint Holy Week Services are being held in Ebenezer Church at 7.30pm each evening.  
Broomknoll will be leading the worship on Monday 29 March. 
 
 
 
 

Airdrie Council of Churches 
 

Airdrie Council of Churches is holding a Palm Sunday Service in St Paulôs and St Johnôs, 
Springwell Avenue at 6.30pm on Sunday 28 March. 
 
 
 
 

The Good Friday Walk 
 
The Good Friday Walk for Witness will leave from Flowerhill Church car park at 10.30am. 
 
 



Thoughts on Gift Aid  

 
Broomknoll Church could not pay its way if Gift Aid was removed by the government!   
 
How important is that? 
 
Anyone who pays even a small amount of tax can gift aid their offerings.  Here in Broomknoll 
members are throwing away hundreds of pounds every year (maybe thousands) simply 
because they are not signed up.  It is so simple to start helping and it does not cost you a 
penny. 
 
Please ask John Elliott (telephone 763152) to call and explain.  Confidentiality is guaranteed.  
You do not need to promise to give a particular amount each week.  You do not need to 
promise to give for a specified period of time.  I donôt need to know anything about your income 
or savings - that is your business. 
 
A note of sincere thanks to the one hundred and nine people who last year earned Broomknoll 
over eleven thousands pounds by just signing up.  
 
(PS I sold new and second hand cars for 50 years ï would I tell you a lie?). 
 
Funny ?  - yes: however, not signing up for Gift Aid is anything but funny! 
 
Contact Honest John, 763152 or speak to me any time without obligation. 

 

 

Gift Aid is good Stewardship 
 

 Giving your offering as Gift Aid contribution makes your offering worth more. 

 More money means more can be done to further the mission of the Church and advance 
the kingdom of God. 

 Giving in this way is Good Christian Stewardship. 
 

 
 

    Scottish Bible Society 
 
Mission Statement 
 
ñTo provide Godôs word to all people in a language they can understand, in a format they can 
use, and at a price they can affordò. 
 
Broomknoll Church has over the years supported the Bible Society with cash donations and 
interest.  The SBS had a Service of Thanksgiving in St. Gilesô Cathedral Edinburgh as it 
reached the 200 year mark. Rena and Alastair Hamilton were invited guests, and also attended 
Civic Reception afterwards.  Her Majesty Elizabeth R is the Patron.   
 
A little bit of history:  The local Auxiliary (Airdrie) was formed in Broomknoll Church.  The record 
was recently discovered in an old Society Book - see next page.  
 

  




